Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.036; wR factor = 0.076; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.8.
The title compound, [Cd(C 9 H 7 O 3 ) 2 (C 10 H 8 N 2 ) 2 ], was synthesized under mild hydrothermal conditions. The structure of the complex molecule consists of four approximately planar fragments: two 3-(3-hydroxyphenyl)propenoate residues and two 2,2 0 -bipyridine ligands [largest deviation from the leastsquares planes is 0.240 (1) Å for one of 3-(3-hydroxyphenyl)propenoate residues]. The dihedral angles formed by the least-squares planes of the 2,2 0 -bipyridine ligands and the opposite 3-(3-hydroxyphenyl)propenoate residues are 22.68 (7) and 26.47 (6) . The CdN 4 O 4 coordination polyhedron can be described as distorted dodecahedral. Intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds between carboxylate O atoms and hydroxy groups lead to the formation of chains along the a-axis direction. 
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Experimental
Crystal data [Cd(C 9 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes: (i) x þ 1; y; z; (ii) x À 1; y; z.
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2009 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2009 ); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
Bis(2,2'-bipyridine-2 N,N')bis [3-(3-hydroxyphenyl) (Baca et al., 2005; Rao et al., 2004) . Very recently, the coordination chemistry of carboxylate groups with transition metals, especially importing the ancillary ligand (e.g. pyridine), has undergone extensive development. (Armentano et al., 2005; Karmakar et al., 2009; Zhu et al.,2011; Zhao et al.,2010; Liu et al.,2008) . In this context, we report the synthesis and structure
A perspective view of molecular structure of the title complex is presented in Fig.1 . The Cd 2+ ions are eight-coordinated by two carboxylate groups from two 3-(3-hydroxyphenyl)propenoate anions, and four nitrogen atoms from two 2,2'-bipyridine molecules. The structure of complex molecule consists of four approximately planar fragments: two 3-(3-hydroxyphenyl)propenoate residues and two 2,2'-bipyridine ligands (largest deviation from the l.s. planes is 0.240 (1) Å for one of 3-(3-hydroxyphenyl)propenoate residues). The dihedral angles formed by the l.s. planes of 2,2'-bipyridine ligands and opposite 3-(3-hydroxyphenyl)propenoate residues are 22.68 (7) 
A mixture of Cd(Ac) 2 .6H 2 O (0.1998 g, 0.5 mmol), 3-hydroxycinnamic acid (0.1642 g, 1 mmol)and 2,2'-bipyridine (0.1563 g, 1 mmol) was dissolved in 25 ml of EtOH/ H 2 O mixture (V/V,1:5), and then sealed in a 25 ml Teflon-lined stainless steel reactor and heated at 433 K for 3 d. On completion of the reaction, the reactor was cooled slowly to room temperature and the mixture was filtered, giving yellow blocky single crystals suitable for X-ray analysis in 38% yield.
Refinement
All H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model [C-H = 0.93 Å and O-H = 0.82 Å, U iso (H)
sup-2
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, showing 30% displacement ellipsoids for non-H atoms and atom labelling scheme. 
